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Welcome to Wednesday...

Break out the barbies and the sunscreen coz it's
Australia Day once again, and we all know what that
means - a languid and sultry summer's day to ponder
on what it means to be Australian.

Of course, we all know there's no definitive answer to
this one as everyone's experience of being an Aussie
is different. However, we thought we'd like to flag
your attention to an exciting initiative that combines
two of your favourite things - quilting and Australia.
read on to find out how you can register for the Great
Aussie Shop Hop.

Oh, and by the way, speaking of all things Australian,
who else saw the footage of Oprah during her visit
here last month, having her very first taste of
Vegemite (on a Sao biscuit, of course), and being
egged on by Hugh Jackman and the 3,000 people in
her audience? Priceless!

Japanese Fabrics on Sale - 40% off

For the next four days Japanese Fabrics are on sale. This sale is only available online and
finishes this Sunday 30 January at 4pm or while stocks last. Minimum cut is 50cm, to view
fabrics click here.

continues next page...
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Show and Tell

Show us the item and tell us the story

Mary Elward's two years of Insanity

What attracted you to this quilt?
I saw it in a magazine and I thought it
was fun. It’s called ‘Insanity’. I liked the
fact that it’s in small bite-sized hexago-
nal pieces, which meant I could make
the hexagons at almost any time, like
watching TV or travelling. It’s a very
portable project.

Did you stick strictly to the pat-
tern?
Yes, but I chose my own colours and put
my own personality onto it. I went with
green with a white spot to create the ac-
tual framework. In the original pattern it
was pink with the white spot.

How long did it take to complete?
I worked on it for two years - a few hours
each day. I just have to put a final flat
border on it then it's ready for the back-
ing. It wouldn't have taken nearly as
long if my husband had helped me by
learning how to cover the hexagonal pa-
pers instead of snoozing in the easy
chair.

How long have you been quilting?
I’ve actually been interested in quilting since I did a course at Wyong TAFE about 23 years ago.
I’ve made about ten quilts in that time, although I was working full-time for 15 of those 23
years, so that slowed productivity quite a bit.

Leave a comment for Mary on our blog.

Pattern Princess

What's hot in the House of Blueberries

Well my loyal subjects, it's been a while since we last spoke but I've
been busy scouting around for more gorgeous patterns.

Today we have 'Flower Garden', which is the latest offering from our
Kim McLean pattern range. Once again, this pattern features some of
the fabulous fabrics from Kaffe Fassett (whew, try saying that fast
after a couple of gins and tonic).

continues next page...



Shop: 4C Amy Close WYONG NSW 2259 | Post: PO Box 686 WYONG NSW 2259
Phone: 02 4355 4400 | Fax: 02 4355 4411

Email: enquiries@blueberries.net.au | Internet: www.blueberries.net.au

This isn't Kim's most recent pattern but it's
Blueberries' most recent addition to her range
that we stock.

'Flower Garden' has 24 large scale flowers in
the centre and a fun and surprising feature bor-
der. It's a great pattern for anyone who loves
traditional, floral-styled motifs.

Click here to order 'Flower Garden'.

The Gidday Quilters Great Aussie Shop Hop

Tour the great quilting shops of Australia

“Tch, tch, tch, tch, tch.”

“What’s that, Skip? You’d like to go on a hopping
tour of quilting shops across Australia? Well
read on, coz one of your relatives has organized
one and it’s just about to start.”

Okay, we can’t confirm that Ms Patch-de-Roo
(pictured) is actually related to the somewhat
expressionless (but incredibly dexterous) Skip-
py, but it’s true she’s about to embark on an ex-
citing virtual tour of quilting shops across the
nation. And she wants you to come with her.

The Gidday Quilters’ Great Aussie Shop Hop
kicks off (or rather, springs off) next week on 1
February and for the following three months
you’re invited to visit the websites of each of the participating quilting stores. As you go, you’ll
be filling in your travel card, checking out each shop’s quilting goodies and availing yourself of
their bargains and specials. You’ll also be putting yourself in the running for some great quilt-
ing prizes.

Oh, and you have to find Ms Patch-de-Roo while you’re there. She’ll be hidden somewhere on
the website of each store. It’s a bit like Where’s Wally?, but much cooler. And much more fun.

But what’s the point of all this exciting virtual activity? “It’s intended as a marketing idea we
can all work together on to introduce (or re-introduce) Aussie quilters to our great Aussie
stores – with a bit of fun thrown in,” explains Helen Stubbings from Hugs ‘n’ Kisses in
Tasmania.

continues next page...
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Helen is the brains, heart and soul behind the Great Aussie Shop Hop, doing all the work be-
hind the scenes to make sure your journey is as much fun as possible. She’s brought together
some great sponsors, almost 40 quilting shops from right across the continent and generally
tied all the loose strings together into one fabulous package of quilting (and shopping) fun.

She’s also designed some truly Aussie stitcheries specially for the Shop Hop, adding her own
personal touch to some great designs which you can download to create your very own Aussie
quilt.

During the course of the journey, each of the participating quilting stores will have their turn in
the spotlight (watch out for Blueberries on 12 and 13 February). You’ll meet the store owners,
learn about some of their goodies on offer and also a bit of local facts about their own unique
part of Australia. See, it’s educational as well as fun.

Registration is absolutely free, but you might want to set aside some kind of spending budget
for yourself, just the same. We all know how addictive shopping for quilting stuff can be when
it’s at just one store – let alone 38!

The Great Aussie Shop Hop combines our love of all things quilting and patchwork-related
with our love of this wonderful broad, brown land. This is surely a pretty winning combination.

“Celebrate our unique and special traditions, enjoy our freedom and, of course, our great Aus-
sie quilt shops,” says Helen.

Click here to learn more about the Great Aussie Shop Hop or to register.

And the last word...

"Make quilting tax-deductible."

Til next year!
The Blueberries Team


